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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for Southern Africa (ROSA) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by 
OCHA ROSA. It covers the period from 02 to 07 February 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 15 February 2013. 

Highlights 

 Since October 2012, floods in Mozambique 
have killed a total of 97 people, of which 69 
people have been killed since the major 
flooding began in January 2013.  

 In total, an estimated 213,000 people have 
been affected by floods in Mozambique since 
October 2012, the majority having been 
affected since January 2013. The total number 
temporarily displaced people in the most 
affected province, Gaza, is around 140,000. 

 The Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) disbursed $5.13 million to UN agencies 
to provide immediate life-saving assistance in 
Mozambique. The CERF allocation will form 
part of the larger Response and Recovery 
Proposal, which seeks $30.6 million from the 
international community to support the 
Government of Mozambique to help 150,000 
people affected by the floods for six months. 

 Floods in southern Malawi have displaced over 
33,000 people, leaving many without shelter or 
clothing. Crops have been destroyed, while 
over 20 schools have been disrupted, affecting 
thousands of children.  

 In Madagascar, Tropical Cyclone Felleng 
caused the deaths of 9 people, affected 4,958 people, and displaced 1,303 people, all of whom have since 
returned to their homes. Furthermore, an estimated 162 houses were totally destroyed, 54 partially destroyed, 
and 670 houses flooded. 

 This is only the beginning of the peak of the flood and cyclone season, which stretches from January to April. 
Even though national disaster management agencies have improved their systems throughout the region, if 
there was to be a significant increase in the number of people affected, greater support from the international 
humanitarian community would be needed, as government recourses are limited and levels of relief stocks low.   

Situation Overview 
Flooding is being reported in a number of countries. With much more rainfall forecasted over the next few months, 
more flooding can be expected. 

 Madagascar 

Impact of Tropical Cyclone Felling less than initially feared 

 Tropical Cyclone Felleng, which passed by the eastern coast of Madagascar 
between 30 January and 02 February, has since dissipated. 

 Although not as destructive as initially feared, Felleng did cause the deaths of 9 
people, affected 4,958 people, and displaced 1,303 people, all of whom have since 
returned to their homes. Furthermore, an estimated 162 houses were totally 
destroyed, 54 partially destroyed, and 670 houses flooded.  
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 On the positive side, Felleng did bring much needed rain that allowed farmers in various regions (Alaotra 
Mangoro, Vatovavy Fitovinany and Atsimo Atsinanana) to start their agriculture season, as lack of rain prior to 
Felleng meant few rice fields were planted.  

 Furthermore, humanitarian actors were able to test and calibrate response preparedness, meaning that the 
country will be readier for the next storm. All local contingency plans and all local Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) Committees were activated, 92 households were evacuated as a precautionary measure, 58 staff from 
the National Bureau of Risk and Disaster Management (BNGRC), NGOs and UN agencies were deployed to 
areas most at risk, warnings were broadcasted over local radio stations, technicians in Antananarivo city were 
quickly trained on the use of mobile phone text messaging for post-disaster data collection, satellite imagery 
services were pre-alerted, and all protocols with local aerial companies were approved and remains in place.    

 As the cyclone season still continues up to April 2013, another, more destructive storm is a very real possibility. 

 Mozambique 

Hundreds of thousands affected by floods 

 According to the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office in Mozambique, since October 
2012, floods in Mozambique have killed a total of 97 people, of which 69 people have 
been killed since the major flooding began in January 2013.  

 In total, an estimated 213,000 people have been affected by floods across 
Mozambique since October 2012, the majority having been affected since January 
2013. The total number temporarily displaced people in the most affected province, 
Gaza, is around 140,000; as some isolated areas becomes accessible this number could increase. 

 Many have lost everything in the floods and will thus require continued humanitarian assistance. 
 

Mozambique: Number of people killed and affected by floods since October 2013 

Province Deaths (Oct 2012-Feb 2013)  No. Of People Affected 

Maputo Cidadae  5 4,243 

Maputo Província  2 3,910 

Gaza  41 147,246 

Inhambane  1 1,042 

Sofala  0 135 

Manica  3 11,605 

Tete  3 404 

Zambézia  17 43,367 

Nampula  14 625 

Cabo Delgado  4 0 

Niassa  7 366 

Total    97 212,943 

Deaths from 12 Jan 2012 to 06 Feb 2013: 69.                                                                       Source: Mozambique UNRCO 

 
Flood response continues 

 According to the Mozambique Situation Report No. 3, dated 04 February 2012, the humanitarian response in 
southern Mozambique, centered in Gaza Province, is continuing, with air drop and air bridges ensuring the 
provision of humanitarian assistance to people in isolated districts. Coordination activities have been reinforced 
by the Government and partners with the establishment of a mobile emergency operations center in Xai-Xai, 
capital of Gaza Province.  

 Health and sanitation concerns are emerging in flood-affected districts where water levels recede; proper 
clearing of debris and restoration of basic health service are priority. 

 Protection issues at temporarily displacements sites remain a concern.  
 
Resource mobilization ramps up 

 Leading the response, the Government of Mozambique, supported by partners, has already disbursed US$10 
million from its own contingency reserves to cope with the emergency. Thanks to these funds, as well as those 
provided by the international community in Mozambique, food and relief supplies are being distributed, 

212,943 
People affected by 

floods in Mozambique 
this rainfall season to 

date. 

http://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-flooding-office-resident-coordinator-situation-report-no-3-4th-february
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especially in temporary displacement sites. However, given the scale of the disaster, national resources are not 
enough to address the growing needs of those who have lost everything in the devastating floods. 

 The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), which is managed by OCHA, disbursed $5.13 million to UN 
agencies to provide immediate life-saving assistance such as shelter, food, medical aid, water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH), protection and logistical support to the people in need. The World Food Programme (WFP) 
received $2.3 million, and more than $1 million was allocated to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) respectively. A further $820,000 was given to a joint UNICEF/UN 
Population Fund (UNFPA)/World Health Organization (WHO) project. 

 The CERF allocation will form part of the larger Response and Recovery Proposal, which seeks $30.6 million 
from the international community to support the Government of Mozambique in assisting the 150,000 people 
affected by the floods for six months.  

 Approximately $5 million in pledges has already been received and OCHA is calling on donors to support these 
efforts to ensure an effective humanitarian response, a quick early recovery and increased community 
resilience. 

 
Fears as more rains are expected upstream 

 With rains being experienced in upstream countries, specifically Zimbabwe and South Africa, there are fears 
that flood conditions could be exacerbated in southern Mozambique over the coming week. Also, moderate to 
heavy rains are forecasted over central and northern Mozambique. The situation requires close monitoring.  

 Malawi 

Floods ravage southern Malawi 

 In January 2013 the Department of Disaster Management Affairs (DODMA) received 
reports of severe flooding in the districts of Salima, Dedza, Zomba, Phalombe, 
Karonga, Nsanje and Mangochi as a result of heavy rain.  

 An inter-agency assessment mission was deployed to the districts of Mangochi, 
Nsanje and Phalombe to conduct a needs assessment. The assessment found that 
6,475 households - over 33,000 people - have been displaced, leaving many people 
without shelter or clothing. Crops have been destroyed, while over 20 schools have 
been disrupted, affecting thousands of children.  

 The persistent rains have also destroyed roads, making access to flooded areas difficult for the delivery of relief 
materials. Food, emergency shelter, medical supplies and other non-food items such as blankets, buckets and 
pots are urgently needed for the affected families. The flooding has also compromised access to safe drinking 
water, sanitation and overall hygiene in the affected communities. 

 According to a press release issued on 01 February 2013, UNICEF is providing communities with a combination 
of water, sanitation and hygiene-related supplies. Supplies include chlorine, soap, water purification chemicals, 
plastic sheeting for construction of temporary bathing and latrine shelters, as well as hygiene awareness 
campaigns to prevent the risk of cholera. 

 Many displaced families have sought shelter in schools, using them as kitchens and bedrooms, resulting in 
considerable damage to school furniture and disruption in learning in at least 20 locations. UNICEF has 
provided school-in-a-box supplies to ensure that quality learning resumes in the affected primary schools. 

 Despite the flooding, Mangochi, Phalombe, and Nsanje are also among the districts hit hardest by the current 
drought, which has left nearly 2 million people food insecure and children at a high risk of malnutrition and 
disease across the country. 

 More rainfall is expected over southern Malawi during the next two weeks, which could exacerbate flood 
conditions (see Forecast below).  

 To date, a total of 17,176 households (an estimated 86,000 people) have been affected by storms and floods in 
Malawi since the start of the rainfall season, with more than 57 injuries and 7 deaths. Relief assistance has 
been provided in some of the districts and arrangements are being made to provide it in the remaining districts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

33,000 

People displaced by 
floods in southern 

Malawi. 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/media_67684.html
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 Seychelles 

Flood response ongoing 

 According to the Seychelles Floods Situation Report No. 1, issued on 01 February, 
heavy rains brought by Tropical Cyclone Felleng on 27 January 2013, combined with 
a high tide, resulted in severe flooding which caused extensive devastation to coastal 
areas and infrastructure, mostly in the eastern areas of Mahe Island. The 
Government declared three districts, Point Larue, Anse Aux Pins and Au Cap, 
disaster zones. Heavy rains also caused flooding on La Digue Island. 

 Over 1,100 households have been affected (400 houses damaged/destroyed, over 600 households with 
stagnant water surrounding their properties, and over 70 farms severely affected). Eleven of the severely 
affected farms are considered the “fruit basket” of Seychelles.  

 Preliminary damage and needs assessment estimates that US$ 9.3 million is needed for response and recovery 
activities. Several donors have supported the disaster relief fund, with the largest donation to date being $2 
million from the Government of Abu Dhabi of the United Arab Emirates.  

 Stagnant water on the islands of La Digue and Mahe are posing health risks. A case of Dengue fever has 
already been confirmed by the Seychelles Ministry of Health. A specimen of the confirmed case has been sent 
to South Africa for a second opinion, before the case is officially confirmed. WHO, working closely with the 
Government, is deploying a number of experts to support preventative measures for a potential outbreak: an 
epidemiologist (for the disease outbreak management), an entomologist (for vector control); a health 
communication expert; and a clinician experienced in Dengue fever case management. WHO has also procured 
5,000 health kits for diarrheal and vector cases, which are expected on 08 February, and have welcomed 
contributions of other partners.  

 A note was sent to the Regional Platform for Intervention in the Indian Ocean (PIROI) through the Red Cross by 
the Government requesting assistance to avoid outbreaks of water-borne diseases, in the form “of equipment, 
particularly water pumps to speed up the pumping of stagnant water; engineers to advise on preventative 
measures to avoid stagnant waters in future floods, temporary bridges, 1000 mosquito nets and mosquito 
repellents; an additional 50 sets of protective clothing to equip volunteers who are assisting with the response.” 
The requested equipment is expected to arrive on 8 February, as well as health and water and sanitation 
experts from PIROI.  

 Response activities are coming to a close while recovery activities continue. Rains continue over Seychelles, 
but the clearance of wetlands and drains has helped with improved water flow, minimizing the risk of flash 
floods. 

 Comoros 

Heavy rains damage infrastructure 

 Around 29 January 2013, the Comoros experienced heavy rains of up to 100 mm in 24 hours, accompanied by 
winds up to 50 km/h which caused heavy damages to road infrastructure and housing in the Islands of Anjouan 
and in the Grande Comores.  

 Healthcare is being provided by the Government to the affected families, and road repairs are underway.  

 Response constraints include lack of specialized equipment to respond to emergencies; lack of financial 
resources to meet the urgent needs of the victims; and no pre-positioned stock for initial intervention.  

 Assessments into the full impact are still ongoing.  

 Botswana 

Flooding in northern Botswana 

 According to the Botswana Floods Situation Report No. 1, issued on 01 February, flooding due to heavy rainfall 
occurred in the North-West, North-East, and parts of Central district between 16 and 20 January 2013. 

 The flooding affected 842 households, including 32 households in Dukwi Refugee Camp. Those displaced 
have since returned to their homes. 

 The National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) in the Office of the President together with the Botswana 
Red Cross Society (BCRS), has addressed immediate needs of the people affected in various regions, while 

$ 9.3 million 
damage caused by 
floods in Seychelles 

http://reliefweb.int/report/seychelles/seychelles-flooding-division-risk-and-disaster-management-situation-report-no-1-01
http://reliefweb.int/report/botswana/botswana-floods-office-resident-coordinator-situation-report-no-1
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the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and their partners have arranged temporary shelter and relief items for the 
affected refugees. 

 NDMO has distributed mainly tents and food baskets, while BRCS has distributed tarpaulins, family tents, 
shelter tool kits, kitchen sets, mosquito nets, blankets. 

 The prepositioned stocks of both NDMO and BRCS in the affected areas are now depleted, and there is an 
urgent need to replenish stock in the light of impending rains.  

 Zimbabwe 

Heavy rains affect thousands 

 Heavy rainfall across the country during mid-January 2013 affected an estimated 8,490 people, of which 4,615 
people require humanitarian assistance in the form of emergency shelter and non-food items. 

 According to the Zimbabwe Flood Update No. 4, issued on 01 February, rainfall significantly decreased over the 
affected areas the past week, bringing relief to families that were affected by the floods. The decreased rainfall 
has lowered chances of major flooding in the flood prone areas of Muzarabani, Middle Sabi, Tsholotsho and 
Chikwalakwala, some of which also experienced severe impacts of flooding, according to Department of Civil 
Protection (DCP).  

 The major damages remain in the infrastructure sector with roads and bridges being washed away. 

 Zambia 

Flood season reasonably calm to date 

 According to the Office of the UN Resident Coordinator in Zambia, floods have been reported in some parts of 
the country, but with little damage. Cases are being managed locally by the Disaster Management and 
Mitigation Unit (DMMU).  

 Four districts (Kalabo, Mazabuka, Chikankanta, and Kafue) have so far experienced floods as a result of above 
normal rainfall. This has also caused water levels in the upper and middle Zambezi basin to rise earlier than 
usual (see Namibia Update below).  

 DMMU is in the process of finalizing the report on the floods impacts.  

 Namibia 

Upper Zambezi River continues to rise 

 According to the Namibia Hydrological Services, the Zambezi River is now rising at a slower pace at Katima 
Mulilo in the Caprivi Strip in north-east Namibia, and stands at 4.97 m as of 06 February, up 2 cm since the 
previous day. Interestingly, the level of 4.82 m reached on 31 January 2013 is the highest for 31 January since 
1980, which turned out to be a year with a fairly normal maximum water level. The forecast is still for the 
Zambezi River to reach 5.50 m at Katima Mulilo by 10 February (see graphic on next page). 

 According to local reports, the 14,500 inhabitants of Kabbe in the Caprivi Region have been told to relocate to 
higher ground, especially those owning livestock, before more serious flooding occurs. 

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/zimbabwe-flood-update-4-1-february-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/namibia/flood-hit-residents-relocate
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Forecast 
The rainfall forecast for the 
next week (07 – 14 
February), shows much rain 
is expected over Zambia, 
central Angola, southern 
Malawi and central 
Mozambique. The following 
week (15 – 23 February), the 
same areas could expect 
rainfall, but to a lesser 
extent.  
 

Rainfall forecast (total weekly)  
07 - 14 Feb               15 – 23 Feb   

For further information, please contact:  

Ignacio Leon-Garcia, Head of Office, OCHA ROSA, leoni@un.org, Tel. (+27) 82 908 1338 
Hein Zeelie, Reports Officer, OCHA ROSA, zeelie@un.org, Tel. (+27) 82 908 1441 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rosa  | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: zeelie@un.org 

Source: wxmaps.org 

Source: Namibia Hydrological Services 
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